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| THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


THE 


Lord Chiet Juſtice - 
GL Y N. 


Right Honourable ; 
In His pains which another call'd to» 
” the Pxlpit, your Honour hath 
commanded to the Pref : I 
would hope but to a ſecond Im- 
preſſion of it, the firlt being in 
your own and others hearts. 
Your attent10n ipake your affe- 
ation to it in the preaching : 
your judgement of it ( ſo much 
above mine own) will be Apologie ſufficient for the 
Printing (in this almoſt as much Printing as: Seribling 
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e:) and your Authority commanding it the Prof, hath 
9 rm engag'd bo the Patronage of it printed. 1 
promiſe my ſelf alſo the third Impreſſion in the whole 
courſe of Judicature, at the ſtern whereof your Honour 
fits Lord Chief Fuſtice, hearing (and I am perſwaded 
deſervedly) The beft Book-man of the Nation, and 
knownly no leſs exquiſitely able in. the diſquiſition of 
a Cauſe, then in the knowledg of the Ru/e : Now if your 
Honour either already did not, or did not ſtill refolve 
with this, either Ability to anſwer your Truſt, and make 
good your _ you would not have defir'd the light of 
this Serapes alto to ſtare you in the face, 

Nor may this Sermop have its uſe onely with your 
Lordthip in this your ſo Honourable Publick ſtation, bur 
more eſpecially in your private Chriſtian caprcity,as your 
Remempbrauaecy, in all, often to lay your {elt ro the ling 
of that Law of Liberty, by which Publick Fudges, as well 
as priyate Chriſtians muſt be judg'd. That the Lord 
would follow it with his ns, [ng ,both Preach'd and Print- 
ed, © ſome mealure of »ſefu/lneſs; both to your Honour 
and others, is the prayer of 


Right Honourable, 
Your Honours moſt humble Remem-- 
brancer at the Throne of Grace, 


TrHOmMas Gi.nanr. 


As a 
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| TO THE WOR SHIPFULL 
EDMUND WARIN GU 
| High Sheriff of the County of SA LO P, 
| and Captain of the County-Troop, 


Truly Honour'd Sir ; 


gt His Sermon us not beceme leſs Yours for 
| * v\ Þ 9” Z becoming ſo much Anothers : Nor will 
<A \'\e}, that Honourable Perion grudg Tow a 
T Gt Þ part in the Dedication from whom the 
Wor EO) whole had its Rile. Its appearance in 
SALSHNG ER! another Dreſs, doth no more vaty the 
"POM a © Caſe, than a Servants changing hus 
cloathes changeth his Relation to his Maſter, 
Tou have in your ſingle Hand a two-fold POSSE both 
| Civil and Milttary of this County; an Intereſt in it above 
I both ;, and I think for your time above any Gentlemans of 
q your Rank in any County of England, Ton have received 
| all from the Supreme Lord, and muſt render an account of. 
; all to the Supreme Judg held forth in this Sermon, Which 
. that you may doe with Joy, and not with Griet, when judg'd 
by the Law of Liberty, « the Prayer of 
Truly Honour'd Sir 
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Tour Friend and Chaplain 
THOMAS GILBERT. 
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SERMON. 


James If V gr. Xli® 
So Speak Ye, and fo Do, as they that ſhall 
be judged by the Lawof Liberty 


CARATS HE NINE firſt Verſes of this Chapter, Coherence 
: 2, mine Apoltle beſtow's in reproving thole 
RH, he writeth to for, and dehorting them 
KEY from their ſinfull reſpet of Perſons ; 
ou and after ſundry Arguments to that pur- 
2 EN LES! poſe. manag'd, and an emergent Objefti- 
\©N0y (0,4 ON in the tenth and cleventh Verſes, by 
Peper way of Projeplis, or Anticipation 
anſwered, he layeth in amoſt powerfull Argument in my Text, 


| as eſpecially againſt the fore-mentioned, ſo generally againlt all 
| Cinfull: and ſor all graciow hehaviowr, the moſt free and impag- 
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So Speak Ye, and ſo Do,8&c. 


In the words you have 


1. Atwo-fold AR. 
1. Obedience. 


2. 
2, A two-fold Agent. 


Judgment. 


tial Judgment they were to expe&t from God, according to by 
woft free and impartial Law. 


= Man of the AR of Obedience expreſſed, YE. 
2. Godofthe AR of Judgment implied in both the AR 


and Rule of J 


udgment. 


3. Mans Ac of Obedience commanded, and that in two Par- 


ticulars. 


2 1. Words—FSpeak, 


2. Works—Do.—And theſe two uſ'd by a Synecdoche of 
ſome Specials for the whole general of Obedience; 
Thoughts too here to be underſtood, as Ver. 4% 


expreſſed. 


4. As mans Obedience commanded, ſo Gods Judgment fore- 
told, ſhall be 7 ndged. 
5. Gods Judgment foretold in form ofa Motive to mans O- 


bedience commanded in form of an Exhortation, $s Speak, and. 
ſo Do, as they that ſtall be judged 


6. One and the ſame Rule 
and Gods AR of Judgment, THE LAW OF LIBERTY : 
Which Phraſe only is of neceſſity to be explain'd, 

NO'MOE 'EAETOEPT'AE, by a common Hebraiſm for NOMIEZ 
"'FAEY'OEPOE the Law of freedom for the free Law; ( as tO name 
no more examples ) Eph 4.24. EN*OEZIO'THTI TH'E AAHDELAZ 


for 'A\HOINHK”, Holineſs of truth, for true holineſs. 
where the Genitive of the Subſtantive, is by ſuch an Hebraiſm 
uſed for an AdjeRive of quality, it is to expreſs the exvinent mea- 
ſure of the quality ; andaccordingly ye have in the firit Chapter, 
Verſ 25** of this Epiſtle, this ſame Phraſe by this ſame Apoftle 
perfeft Law of Liberty or Freedom, for the 
perfeRly free Law; A Law fo 

e freedom of it. So that 


thus fif'd up, The 
Law of perſett Freedom, or the 
free that nothing is wanting to 


here the Law of Liberty or freedom is as much as the =_ 
ree 


th of Mans A&R of Obedience, 


Now 


An Aſv1ze Sermon. 


free Law; moſt free from all partial by-reſpec&ts' cenſur'd in 
the Context. A moſt freeand impartial Rule of mars Obedi- 
ence, commarding Obedience, and forbidding diſobedience of 
012 kind as well as another, toone perſon as well as another, 
and a moſt free and impartial Rule - of Gods Judgment of all 
perſuns whomſoever, according to whatſoever their obedience 
or diſobedience. This Interpretation however Commentators 
vary, the Phraſe iz ſeff, ſcope, and context, the beſt Rule of ex- 
pounding neceſſarily beſpeak. 

So chat now the whole amounts to thus much : Be you /are 
in your Obedience to contorm to the Impartial Law of God ; For 
God will be ſure to conform to it in his judgment of you. 

And paſling the ſeveral Obſervations the ſeverals of this Text 
would turniſh our; The Doctrine that raketh in the main 
itrength of the whole, and therefore deſerverh to be inſiſted on, 
is this : 

T he ſame Law of God « the Rule of Mans obedicnce, and of Th{tring. 
Gods faudgment. 

"bis I ſhall firſt prove by Scripture, and then anſwer ſome 
Queres tor che better clearing of it. 

For S.ripture-proof cake one out of the Old Teſtament, 

J[aiah 21,22. The Lord is our fudg : the Lord « our Law- 

giver. As Judg he obſerves the fame Law for the Rule of his 
j1dgment, which as Lawgiver he appoints the Rule of mans 
obedience. 

Qur ol the New Teftameat two or three Proofs, 

Foh 12 48. The Word that I bave ſpoken, vi. as a Rule of 0- 
bedience now, THE $A ME ſalt judg him, viz. as a Rule of 
Judgment at the /aft dey. 

Rom.2 16.  In'tha; day when God ſhall judg the ſecret of men 
by Feſ«s Chriſt, according to my Goſpel, God whio delegates 
Chriſt che Jadg, appoints the Rule of Judgment, the ſame as of 
mans Obedience Pasls Goſpel ; Not any fifth Goſpel written by 
Paxl as ſome of the Papiits fondly imagine z nor yet the Go» 
ſpel written by S* Luke tis Pauls Amanuenſis; But the Go- 
ſpel, ſaith Auſtin *, contam'd Prophericis &&' Apoftolicss Libru, in * Avg. lib, 26, 
the Books of the Apoftjes.and Prophets; called P AULS, be» 4eciv. 7 a cop, 
cauſe be is the Preacher; of it, by much better right- then IT *+- 

B call 


A bricf Para» 
phra(e. 


CGonfkrmation+ 
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———call } 4MES MINE APOSITLE, when Preaching upon a Te xt 


of his Epiſtle. 
Rev.20.12, The laſt Proof I ſhall offer, ye have a ſolemn re- 
b preſentation made to fohn by Vition of the 13ſt general Aflize, | 
Orig cap.14- the Throne let, Books open'd, and dead judg'd. b Origen and 
#4 Rom. © eAmbroſe interpret the Books there ſaid to be 
* Ambr. ia open'd, the Books of mens Conſcience, aud Gods omniſcience. 
Via abi ſa. © Auffin and our old Countrey-man Bede, the Bock: of the Old 


pra & Hom. 17, 4nd New Teſtament. Why may not theſe Antients divide the 
in Apoc. prope truth between them? Whea it's ſaid the Boks were opened, 
med. I conceive both may be taken in. When it's ſaid the dead were 
judged out of thoſe things which were written in the Books 
according their works, I conceive both muſt be taken in, 0ri- 

gens Beoks, the B o0ks of mens conſcience, and Gods omni/cience, 
as Records of Fat; Auſtins Books, the Becks of the Old and | 
New Teſtament, as Records of Law ; That inth;ſe ( as Anſtin 
faies ) might be ſeen what Laws God hath commanded to be ebſerved 
in thoſe. Not as Awſtin in that of life, how men had, or had not |} 
obſerved them. ? 
The Point thus proved, I ſhall now in the ſecond place # 
make ſome Queres for the better learning of the DoErine. | 
| 4 


Ty 4 Quzxrs I. 
— How the ſame Law of God is the Rule of mans Obedience, and 


Gods Judgment. | | 

np Anſw. The ſame Law in different reſpets. The Rule of 

TE Mans — che Shreve and Prohibicions ; | 
Gods Judgment, Promiſes and Threatnings, 

I. The Law of God is the Rule of mans Obedience in the 
Precepts, and Prohibitions: For, as where no Law is,there is no 
Tranſgreſlion : no ſins of Commiſſion, where-no Negative | 
Laws or Prohibitions ;- No ſinnes of Omiflion, where no Affir- 
mative Laws or Precepts: So where no Law is, there's no 
Obedience neither; Man might, and muft have been fubje& 
to God, as ſupreme Lord without any Laws ; He could not 
without Laws be obedient to God, as Recor, 

2. The Law of God is the Rule of Gods Judgment in the 
Promiſes and Threatnings, annexed to the Precepts and Prohi- 
bitions : For as the Precepts and Prohibitions determine mans 


duty, 


woes = ww Wea... 


” —— - — _—_— 


— — — 


as OE IO Oc Gon A AEGIS AS. 


| duty, and ſinne, what ſhall be his duty, and what his ſinne 

ſo the annexed Promiſes and Threatnings, determin Gods Reb 
wards and Puniſhments ; The Promiles, what ſhall be Gdds r& 
| ward of mans duty . the Threatnings, what ſhall be mans de- 
merit of Gods puniſhment for his fin. So that had no Pro» 
miſe been annexed to the Precepts and Prohibicions, ' man' 0« 
3 beying both, hadindeed been capable of reward, but God is nor 
bound :0 conferre it : and had no Threatning been annexed 
| tothe Precepts and Prohibitions, man diſobeying both had in- 
3 deed been capable ot Puniſhment, but nor bound to ſuffer it / 
much les God to inflict it : For the very Threatning annexed in 
the meer nature of a Threatning, if ir be not a denunciarion 
alſo, binds not God to inflict, but man only to ſuffer if God 
inflict, bhbave been the more brief in this fir OD mere, becauſe 
ro be more large in the ſecond. 

Quzers I]. ; 

What Law of God it is thas ts the Rule of mans Obeditnce and 
Gods Frag ment ? 

nw. Not one and the fame Law to all, but different ac 
cording to the different ſtate and condition of the perſons to 
be ruled aud judged by it ; yet ſo, that che ſame perſons have 
{till the ſame Law, the Rule of their Obedience, and Gods Judg- 
ment. | 

Now there's a three-fold different ſtate and condition of per- 

ſons to be rul'dand judged by the Law of God : Some 

1. Who never had Chriit, or not ſufficiently diſcovered and 
propoſed to them. 

2, Who having had. Chrift ſufficiently propoſed to them, 

| have not by faving Faith received and cloſ”d with 
him. 

3. Who having had Chrift ſufficiently propoſed to them, 
have by ſaving Faith received, and cloſ'd with 
him. 

1. That Law of God, which is the Rale of their obedience 
to God, and Gods judging of them,” who never had Chriſt, 
or not ſufficiently diſcovered and propoſed to them as the Law 
of nature, under the formakty of a Covenant of works written itt 
their hearts, if Gentiles, or in Tables alſo, if Jews. 

B 2 None 
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None of theſe, whether Jews or Gentiles , are required 
Obedience according to the Law of Goſpel- Faith never pub'\ſhed 
among them ; neither ſhall they be ſaved by that Goſpel 
Faith chey never hadin them, nor be condemn'd for want of 
that Goſpel-Faith, never required of them in a Mcdiatovur, 
never, or not ſufficiently held torth tro them. For Credibile 
ſwſſictenter propeſitum ad fidem obligat : Now Chriſt :s only ſut- 
ficiently propoled, where himielt the end for which, and 
Termes, 0D which he 1s propofed are ſufficiently made known : 
Where this is not done, there's no obligation of duty to Be- 
lieve and therefore, There can be no obligation of guilt for nor ſo 
believing. So that here the Goſpel can neither be the rule of 
mans Obedience, nor of Gods Judgment. Bur 

1, If they be Gentiles, in this condition, their obedience or 
diſobedience ſhall be ſcan'd according to the Law of nature 
written in their hearts, (and this Law of nature written in 
mens hearts being as capable of ſanftion by Promiſes and 
Threats, as written in Tables ) judgment accordingly paſſed on 
them. See both theſe Row. 2. v. 14. this Law their rule of - be- 
diencc : Theſe having net the Law, art a Law unto themſelves. 
Ver. 12, this Law Gods Rule of Judgment; They ſhall periſp 
without Law ; Gods judgment of all ſuch, a judgment of con- 
demnation for their diſobedience to the Law. For though 
ſome of them may do (as the Apoſtle faith) TA' TC 1 
NO'MOT, the things contained in the Law, he meaneth but 
ſome things ; And of thoſe ſome things for the matter, which 
they do,contain'din the Law ; they do nothing for the manner 
and meaſure of doing required by the Law. Now Dex. 6.25. 
it ſhall be our righteouſne(s if we obſerve todo all theſe Com- 

mandements before the Lord of God, As he hath commanded 
us; not only All, commanded for matter, bur As commanded 
for manner Or meaſure, or no Legal! Rightronſneſs. 

And if it be here Objected, T hat the ſame eſſentials of the mo» 
ral creature, { according to that of the Apoſtle) are a Law nn- 
ro themſelyes, are at once mans both Kale and Principle of obe- 
dience,and therefore, The one cannot be more perfect;or imper- 
fe&t than the other ; and an imperfeRt principle may come up 
to perfe& obedience to a Rule equally imperfect with ic _ 

an 


An Aſiize Sermon, 


DL oo ———_ —_ 


and ſo Gods Judgment maſt be according ; 

Not to diſpute the Swppoſitamm. 

Anſwer 1. The condition of the Law of nature, as it hath 
the Super-added formality of a Covenant of Works is ſuch, 
that being once broken it can never be performed by him 
chat breaks it. The ſouls of juit men made perf: &t, could not 
con'inue a moment in Heaven, in the right of their own perfe& 
iaherent righteouſneſs ; ic being the righteouſneſs of perſons 
who had ſin'd. : 

2. That the efſe»tials of the moral creature, Man, if they 
have the capacity of a Law to be obeyed, as well as of a prin- 
ciple to obey; yet in the capacity of a Law, they are a ne- 
ceſſary Law, ſo requiring, that they cannot but nequire obe- 
dience ; But in the capacity of a Principle they are a free prin- 
ciple, ſo able toyeeld, that they may not yeeld obedience : 
And, (which is more ) never did any fallen man do what he was 
able by his eſentia/s, as a Principle of obedience to the ſame efſen- 
tial: as a Law. 

3. That man at firſt had not only natnral principle enable- 
ing him to do the things for the matter contain'd in the Law 
but a ſupernatural Principle alſo enabling to the manner 0 
doing required by the Law ; That by his fall his naturals were 
indeed hut corrupted, and that perbaps equally, both as a Law 
requiring of, and Principle enabling to the things to be done 
for the matter; But his ſupernaturals enabling to the praci- 
ous manner of doing were wholly loſt. 

4. That man hath indeed by ſinne, as much blur'd, and 
blotted, rent, and razed his counterpart of the Law, and Co- 
venant of works, as he hath vitiated, and weakened his natu- 
ral Principle ; Bur God hath kept his counterpart of the 
ſame Law pure, and entire, Now Gods procedure in jud 
ment will not be according to Heathea mens rent, and razed, 
but his qwn pure and perfect counterpart of that Law; as a 
Landlord will deal with a Tenant in the like caſe of a 
Leaſe. 

4 that the Infide! Heathen, as he ſinnes without, ſhall 
alſo be jadged by God to periſh without Law 5, e. doth nor 
in finning, ſhall not in judging my under the oggravation 
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Jews in the foremen- 
tioned condition ( as *tis conceiv'd many of thoſe people eſpe- 
cially fince the _ are) their obedience, or diſobedience 
ſhall be meaſur'd according tothe line, and rule of the Law 
written in Tables, and Gods proceeding in Judgment with 
them accordingly, Rom 2.12. As many ar have ſinned in the 
Law, ſhall be judged by the Law, "tis clearly ſpoken of the Jew ; 
As many as have fin'd 'EN NONG inthe Law, commonly 
interpreted by NO'M ON *EXONTEZ having the Law : But 
I conceive there's more, much more in the expreſiion then o : 
'EN NO'M Us Jy the Law, means inthe midlt of fo much Law, 
in the face and light of ſo pure and clear Law: As many as 
have thus ſin'd in the Law ſhall be accordingly judged by tlic 
Law,ſfo muchmore ſeverely,then the Intidel Heathen,zs they have 
ſin'd more hainouſly agairſt a perfe&t Tranſcript by the hand 
of that perfet counterpart in the hand of the great Law- 
giver himſelf, never purchaſed to the Infidel Heathen: Row, 
2.9. Tribulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul that doth evil, of 
the Few firſt, and alſo of the Gentile, 

2. Thoſe who have had Chriſt, whether Jews, or carnal 
Chriſtians, ſufficiently propoſed to them, but never by ſaving 
Faith cloſed with him, have both Law and Goſpel the rule of 
their obedience, and ſhall have of Gods Judgment. 

They have 
1. Both the Law, and Goſpel the Rule of cheir obedience. 

I. The Law and Covenant of Works, becauſe chey are under - 
it; under it as the Law of nature, as men, that, binding all 
whether in, or out of Chriſt to its obedience; under it as the 
the Covenant of Works, as men out of Chriſt, there being 
but ewo Covenants of Works, and grace between God and 
man, and every man under one of them, ifnot that of grace, 
the other of works : For, neither could mans firſt diſobedience, 

nor 
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nor ſucceeding diſabiliry thereupon baffle the rigorous demands 
of K's Precepts. 

2. The Goſpel alſo is to ſuch a rule of obedience requiring 
them to come under its new Poſitives of Faith and Repentance. 
Mar.l16.15 Preach the Goſpel to every creature. 1. 15. Res 
pent and believe the Geſpel. Whatſoever the Law ſpeaketh, it 
ſpeaks to them rhar are under the Law, but the Goſpel ſpeaks 
to men that yet are not under, to come under it, and it's their 
great fin that they do not obey, 

2. Such ſhall have both Law, and Goſpel Gods rule of Judg- 
ing them. 

1. The Law and Covenant of Works, becauſe broken by 
them, Gal.3.10. Cnrſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are writtex in the Buck of the Law to' do them. 
For,if by diſobeyiog the Preceprt, they did not void the powers of 
the Precepr, much leſs of the Threatning. Nay, they could no 
otherwiſe forfeit the Promiſe, and incur the Threatning than by 
diſobeying the Preceprt. 

2. The Goſpel and Law of Faich, becauſe they finally reje& 
it: Now *tis more hainous finally to diſ-believe the Goſpel, 
then firſt ro diſobey the Law : And this aggravates as their fin 
againſt the Goſpel as the rule of their obedience, ſo alſo 
the wrath of the Goſpel againſt them , as the Rule of Gods 
Judgment. 

I3.22. 
fobn 3.18, 19 

3. Thoſe who have had Chriſt ſufficiently propoſed to them, 
and by faving Faith cloſed with him, have both the Goſpel, 
and Law of nature, or moral Law the rule of their obedience 
» God, and ſhall have both Gods rule of judging of 
[AeM, 

1. They havethem the Rule of their obedience unto God. 

1, The Goſpel requiring of them perſeverance in obedience to 
it's Poſutsves. Bethow faithfull unto death, Rev. 2.16. For as 
faith is required co the getting, lo perſeverance in Faith to the 
keeping of a Goſpel Title. 

2. The moral Law or Law of nature requiring Perſeverance, 
and improvement in obedience to its morals, 1 Cor, 15. ult. 
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Alwaies — in the Work of the Lord. And this their obe- 
dience not, to God as Creatour only, but as Redeemer alſo : 
Not as it ſelf the condition of the Covenant of Works, but 
as fruit, andevidence of the condition of the Covenant of 
Grace Goſpel Faith, and the way to the poſl. ſlion of that In- 
heritance Goſpel-Faith entitles to. 

2. . Such ſhall have both theſe the rule of Gods Judging them. 

1. The Goſpelin the Promiſe of life annexed to its Poſlitive 
of believing. 

For ſuch is both the wiſdom and mercy of God, that that 
life man forfeited by tranſgreſling a Legal Poſitive eating the 
forbidden fruit ; he ſhould recover by obſerving a Goſpel-Po- 
fitive Faith ina Mediarour. Fanh in God is of the Law Mo- 
ral ; Faith in a Mediatiour a Goſpel. Poſitive; Now to this 
Goſpel-Poſitive is annexed the Promiſe of eternal life. 48.13. 
39.—16. 31, &c. And from this Goſpel-Promiſe of life annexed 
to this Goſpel-Precept of Faith in a Mediatour, hath faith the 
nature and notion of a Title, and will accordingly'be ſo judg- 
ed by Gud. In relation to the Precept it hath the nature of 
obedience, in relation to the Promiſe the nature of*a Title: 
There is indeed in the nature of Faith, as a receiving Grace a 
peculiar aptitude above other Graces to becume a Title,but that 
iracually becomes ſuch is from the conſtitution, and ordination of 
God by his Goſpel-Promile. 

As the Rain-bow had its peculiar aptitude by nature above 
all other Meteors to become the Sign of that Covenant God 
made with N44, no more to deſtroy the World by Water ; that 
Bow being alwaies placed by the Pencil of the Sun beames'in fo 
thin a dewy Cloude from which no great Rain can enſue; but 
that it ſhould be a ſign of no univerſal deluge ever after to 
enſue from the colle&tion of any other Clouds was meerly by Di. 
vine Inſtitution. 

So Faith of its own nature as a receiving grace had a ſpecial 
aptneſs above all other graces to become- the condition of the 
Covenant of Grace ; But that it actually became fucti, the 6o0n- 
dition of the Covenant of Grace, and title to the Grace of the 
Covenant, was meerly by the free Conſtitution of God, And his 
Jadiciary Sentence will be according to his Goſpel-Conſftitution. 


2. And 
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2. And as God will judg here according to his Promiſe, 
annexed to his Poſitive-Precept of the Goſpel for Faith in a 
Mediatour ; ſo will he judg here too according to his Promiſe, 
annex2d to his moral Precepts of the Law for obedience, 
as fruit and evidence of that Faith, Rew, 8.1. Mat. 25. 34, 
35, Cc. 

In the former place non-condemnation, and conſequently 
ſalvation is made the priviledge both of thoſe that are jn 
Chriſt by Goſpel-Faith, and thoſe” that walk after the Spirir, 
but principally of a ſtate in Chrift by Goſpel-Faith, of —_ 
after the Spirit as Charateriſtical and lignacive of that ſtate 
condition, 

In the latter place you have the Sentence paſſed accordingly ; 
Come ye bliſſed 0! my Father. There's their v94912 Adopti 
and Sonſhip by Chr-it, with che bleſſedneſs of that ſtate: 
Receive the Kinodom : There's the Inheritance adjudged to 
them. For ye have done, /o, and fo -that ( Fer ) notinferential 
of the moral mericoriouſneſs of their works of mercy to 
Chriſt and his Members, but of cheir own Memberſhip by 
turh evidenced by their works of mercy to their fellow- 
Me-mbzrs. 

Thus largely, too largely I feas for the Strait neſs of 
time though not for the weight of the things, of the ſecond 
© nere, 

A third Quere ſhould bave been 

What manner of Rul: of mans Obedience, and Geds fudgment 
the Law of God u ? 

And for Anſwer I ſhould have ſhewed that *cis 

1. An obliging Rule, for that's the nature of a Law, Regala 
O-ligans, I think as juſt a detinition of Lex as molt. 

given. | _s 


1. An obliging Rulein reſpe& of mans obedience; Asa Rule 


'cis an Act of the Divine underſtanding ſewing manin what way 

he may walk as his convenience, Regula inaicat, as anobliging 

Rule or Law, *cis an 2& of the D;vixe will requiring man to 

walk in that way as his duty, Lex imperat- See both theſe 

in that one Scripture, Aich.6 8. He hath Shewed thee, oh man, 

what is good : There's the Proper AR of the Law of God ſimply 
C 


as 
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as 4 Rule ; «And What doth the Lord Require of thee, &e. 
There's the proper Act of the Law of God as an obliging 
Rule. 

2.An obligingRule in reſpect of GodsJudgment,ard chere pro- 
porcionebly as a'Rule it ſhews what rewards God may apportion 
ro mans obedience,or puniſhments to mans diſobedie:.ce, As an 
obliging Rule or Law i.'s obliging. upon God to conferre ſuch 
rewards upon mans obedtence, and obliging, not upog God to 
inflict, buc upon men to undergo ſuch puniſhments upon his 
diſobedience, if God inflit them on him, 

2. The firſt obliging Rule : As the will of God exerting or 
putting forth his natural power or ſtrength, is in natural things 
the firſt efficient cauſe; So the will of Godexerting, or put- 
ng forch bis moral power or authoricy,is in moral things the 
firſt obliging Rule : and as all chings in nature a& depending- 
ly upon the Will of God, putring forth his natural power as 
the firſt effici-nt cauſe : ſo in morality all Laws oblige depend- 
ingly upon the Will of God putting forch his moral power as 
the firſt obliging Rule, whether in point of obedience or judgy 
ment. This, ſuch Judges and Pleaders of Law, as are Ma- 
kers of Law too among us, have ſpecial reaſon to take no» 
rice of. Therefore for the exellently both full and clear handling 
of this Point and many ſingular Corollaries drawn down from 
it, I ſhall referre them to Petr. de Alliaco the Learn:d Car- 
dinal! of Cambray in Princ. tn Prim. Sentent. in queſt. determ.in 
wveſper. ad calcem. 4'' Senten, 

3. A Rule obliging inthe firſt place to obedience, and in the 
ſecond to Judgment. Firſt,obliging man to obedience, and ſe- 
condly eicher upon his performance obliging God to conferre 
the rewards promiſed, or upon his non-performance obliging 
man <o ſuffer (if God infli&t) the Puniſhments threatned. 
This clear, as in the nature of the things, foin the order of the 
Words in the Text ; So Speak Ye, and ſo Do, 45 they that ſpall be 
judged. | 
jo A moſt freely and impartially obliging Rule both in point 
of obedience and Judgment. This too in the Text : The Law of 

Liberty, and that in the Explication (ufficiently cleared, and we 
have not time, atFum agere, | 
Theſe 
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Theſe Reaſons alſo of the Point had been given, would the 
time have permitted, 

1, That there might be nothing of encogragement wantin 
to obedience, or of Giſcouragement, to diſobedience , Gol 
would bave the Promiſes and Threatnings as clear in the ſame 
Law as 4 Rule of Judgment ; As the Precepts and Prohibitions 

are in it, as a Rule of obedience, that man might'obey having 

reſpe& unto the recompence of the Reward; and per- 
ſwaded by the terrours of the Lord beware of diſobe. 
dience. 

2. That there might remain nothing of pretext or excule to 
thoſe who walking not according to the Precepts and Probibjs 
tions of the Law of God as a Rule of obedience ſhall be ſeg» 
renc;d according to the Promiles and Threatnings, of it-as a 
Rule of Judgment to loſe the Rewards promiſed, and incurre 
the Puniſhments threa'ned: They cannot (ay, if we had knowa, 
our diſobedience ſhould hays been ſo ſadly attended with the 
depriving of ſo great rewards, and infliting of ſa great 
puniſhments, we would have obeyed, when the Promiſes and 
threatnings are as clear in the ſame Liw of Gad as the Precepts 
and Prohibutons, 

3. Becauſe, as man cannot obey or diſobey God but in re- 
lation toa Law; fo neicher can God judg man, obeying, or 
diſobeying, butin relation coa Law. As man ( as before you 
heard) might have been ſubjet to God as ſupreme Lord, 
not obedient to him as Rectour without Law,ſo proportienably 
God as ſupreme Lord could have diſpoſed of; He could not 
as R-:Qour judg man without Law, nor judg him according 
to any other Law, than whac's the Rule of his obedience ; 
For, this would be no more judiciary then, but as much arbi- 
crary as the other. 

The Point now ſufficiently clear'd and conficm'd, I come at 
length to 

Uſe and «Application. 
11, Toall in general. 
I. Information. 
I. The Power of God us the ſeen Power of the world. 
etermine the civil obedience, 
C 2 and 
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and diſobedience, rewards and puniſhments of all che pecple 

in a Nation, is an at of the ſupreme Power ( whereſoever 

it refide ) of the Nation : ſo ro make Laws to determine the 

ſpiritual obedience, and diſobedience, and the temporal, ſpiri= 

tual, and eternal rewards and puriſhments of all the people 

- inthe world, muſt needs be an at of the ſupreme Power of 
the world. 

2. How far the Majeſty of Heaven i from aff ling the ex» 
erciſe of an Arbitrary pewer. The great Potentates of the 
earth have it not, and would uſirpe it. Thepreat, and only 
Porentate of Heaven and Earth hath it, and will not uſe ir, 
except incaſe of extraordinary concernment to his own glory, 
and his SubjeRts good, and then as little, and with as ſpeedy 
return as may be to methode, or courſe of Liw again, as in 
the caſe of bringing in the New Covenant by Chriſt. Ac- 
cording to his abſolute Power and Dominion he might ( had 
he pleaſed) have diſpoſed of, as he pleaſed his whole moral 
Creature ; all man-kind to their laſt end of weale or woe, 
meerly as Lord without any Law ; but he was pleaſed to become 
Law-giver, and according to his Laws given, will diſpoſe of them 
to their laſt end as Refowr. 

3» God Will never judg the beft work; of n.cer men meritori- 
#5 :; God judgeth according to the nature of the things to 
be judged, and according to his own Word the Rule of Judg- 
ment. That good works merit of their own nature, not 
many at this day of the Papiſts will affirm; and s ſuch ( as 
you heardin the Doftrine ) they are only capable of, do not 
merit areward. That they merit by any Ordination of God 
in his Word, a4 the P apiſts together, will never be able to 
prove. He hath indeed Ordained that the leaſt. good ' work, 
evena cup of cold water to a Diſciple, ſhall have a reward : 
not that the greateſt, even fire and fagger for the Maſter 
Chriſt himſelf, ſhould merit a reward. He hath Ordained 
Chriſt ſhould merit; they ſhould have, not deſerve a re- 
ward. 

4. Inevil works, finne and guilt differ. As the former noted 
againfi the Papift, ſo this againſt the Antinowiar, who will have 
finne and guilt to be one and the ſame thing, and tells us we 


can 
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can never have ſound peace, till we ſee the filch and power, 
as well as the guile of ſinne, charged upon Chriſt : Bur 
= difference between them I make out from the Doctrine 
er.us:; 

I. They have relation to the Law under different Conſidera- 
tions ; Sinne as the rule of obedience, guile as the rule 
of Judgment 

2. They have relation to different parts of the Law ; Sin 
to the Precepts, and Prohibitions, as a rule of obedience ; 
guilt co che Threatnings as a rule of Judgment. 

3. They bave different kinds of Relatios to the different parts 
of the Law under thoſe different Conſiderations ; Sinne, 


' a relation of deformity to the Precepts and Prohibitions, 


whereto it is contrary as a Rule of Obedience to the Precepr 
(ifa ſinne of omiſſion, ) to the Prohibition ( if of commiſſion. ) 
Guilc a relation of conformity, ro the Threatning whereto it's 
—_— asa rule of Judgment: For *cis agreeable to the 
Threatning that ſinne ſhould deſerve death in all, bind over 
unto death in all out of Chriſt; Now Divines make that deſert 
of paniſtment the habitual, as this obligation unto it, the atu- 
al guilc of ſinne..So much for Information, I come now 
to 

2, Several ſorts of Inference according to the ſeveral conditi- 
ons of people mentioned in the Dottrine. And 

I. 1t calls forpity and Prayer for thoſe whether Gentiles, or 
_ that never had Chriſt, or not ſufficiently propoſed to thew. 

here being none other name under Heaven given amongſt men, 
whereby they muſt be ſaved, neither is there ſalvation in any other, 
At 412. 5D ro 

That if Gentiles, God would make Chriſt a Light, yet 
further to enlighten them : -That the people which fit in 
darkneſs, and ſce no light, may have this great light ſhining 
unto them, that the fulneſs of the Gentiles may be ſo brought 


"That if Jews, God that firſt perſwaded 7apher ro dwell in 


the Tents of Sew , would now [perſwade Sew to dwell in 

the Tents of 7aphet, that the Children of 1/7ael may retwrn 

and ſerh, the Lord their God, <5 IM ( the Sonne 9 m—_ 
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their King in theſe letter daies ; Look unto him', whom 
they have pierced, and mourn, that his blood be no longer 
upon them, and their Children, only, in the guile of it; 
but for the pardoning of the guilt of that blood ſhed, and 
all other cheir finnes. This ſhould we ſay for our Elder Sifter, 
which hatch no Breafts in the day ſhe is ro be ſpoken for ; 
chat the Scatterings of the Jews may be recolleRed and grafted 

ina 0 

at whether Gentiles, or Jews , they may not have 

the Law, and Covenant of Works Gods Rnle of Judging 

of them, with a Judgment of condemnation, but the Golpel, 
and Covenant of Grace, his Rule of judging chem with the 
ment of Abſolution and Salvation. 

2, It ſhould ſpeak terrour to thoſe amongſt ws that Will uot 
obey the Goſpel- Poſitive of Faith enjoyned them, but will rejett 
Chrift in the Goſpel / ufficient ly propoſed to them. 

1. They ſhall be judged with the Infidel Heathen for tran(- 
greſſing the Law of Works, written in their heartshave 
the way to the Tree of Life armed againſt them with a 
flaming Sword in the hand of an Angel waving this way, 
and that way. 

2. Above theſe, with the unbeliving Jew-for tranſcreſling 
the Law written in Tables; have that Law executed up- 
on them with more of tb#xder, and /ightning, and black: 
neſs, and darkyeſs, and tempeſt, than it was promulgate 
and publiſh'c with : For if fo terrible were < promul- 

tion, that Adoſes himſelf, who was out of the reach and 

ſhot of the curſe of this Law, exceedingly feared, 

and , how much more diſmall, and dreadfull 

muſt be the execution of it upon thoſe ſouls that fall un- 
derit? 

3. Above both theſe, with that wrath peculier to them 
for rejeRting Chriſt ſo ſufficiently , ſo much, and ofcen, 
plainly, powerfully propoſed to, and preſſed upon 
them in the Preaching of the Goſpel. Heb. 2. 2, 3.— 
12.25. Wrath ſo ſgreat, that to deſeribe it, Peter 'is 

to the like artifice, as the Painter, who being to 
w ſo mournfull a face, as his Art could oot ns 
EXA 
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exa& limning of , drew a ſhadow before ic, giving leave 
to mens fancies to help out, and ſupply, where his 
Art was defective, and came ſhort: So the Apoſtle, 
1 Pet. 4. 17, draws ( as *twere ) the Curtain of this in» 
terogation , (What foall be the end of them that obey mat 
the Goſpel of God ? ) before the hideous and deformed 
face of hell, g.ving men leave to loſe themſelves ( as 
himſelf ſeems £9 be loſt ) in the conſideration of the thick 
darkneſs of it. For as the love of God, Eph. 3. 19, 
ſo his wrath too, paſſech knowledg, As meither eye hath 


ſeen, mor ear heard, neither have entred into the heart of * Cor.2-9. 


man, the good things which God bath prepar'd for them 
that love im ; None can conceive Heaven fo heavenly, 
as indeed they will find it, who ſhall be received into thoſe 
orious Manſions : Sv neither hath eye ſeen, nor ear 
eard, neither have entred into the heart of man the 
evil things, which God hath prepar'd for thoſe that do 
not love him, and obey his Goſpel : None can conceive 
Hell ſo helliſh, as indeed they will find it, when thruſt in» 
to that utter darkneſs. 
Now if the Lord ſhould by this thunder-clap pleaſe to 
awaken any among us out of their carnal ſecurity, after 
Chriſt, and F-ith, ler them take this one ( fince the 
time will give leave but for one ) ſpecial DireRi- 
on : 
Let them attend upon a Goſpel-Miniſtry , be much in 
hearing and meditating upon Gofpel-Pomiſes ; Such maſt 
not think to bring faith co, buc ſuck it from a Promiſe: 
The ſame Goſpel- Promiſe that conveyes from God the 
nature of a Title to Faith, conveyes alſo the grace of 
Faich unto men: That ( ſaith the Apoſtle, Rem. 10. 8. 
u the Word of Faith, which we preach: not only as the 
objec of Faith about which it is converſant, or Precept 
of Faith by which it is commanded , but alſo the Ins 
firumental- meanes of Faith by which it is convey» 
ed, 
3- And laſtly, 1t ſpeaks to theſe that by Geſpeh Faith have 


Firſt, Is 


cloſed with Chrift ; 
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Firſt, It ſpeaks comfort to ſuch: Your Faith though in 
relation to the Precept as a rule of duty, a legally imperfect 
obedience, is in relation to the Promiſe as a rule of Judg- 
ment, 4 Goſpel perfeF Title, your perfet Title to the righte= 
ouſneſs of Chriſt ; your perfe&t Title to Heavex and Gl»y. 
There is no condemnation to you being in him, Rom. 8. 1, Shall 
be none to you, believing on him, Joh.5.24. He had nothing 
of his own to be condemned for ; nothing of his own to be 
acquitted fromg He was condemned to pay your debt, as 
your ſurety, and therefore you cannot be condemned too, 
He was acquitted from it, being paid as your Swrery, and 
therefore you cannot but be acquitted :00. Ke appear'd the 
firft time with your ſinne to his condemnation ; He ſhall ap- 
pear the ſecond time without your ſinne unto your ſalvat!- 
on, Heb.g 28. When he ſhall be revealed in flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that ©- 
bey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus ( hrilt, Hz ſhall come 
to be glorified in his Saints, and to be admired in all you 
that Believe, 2 Theſ. 1.8, 10. When others trembling, and 
confounded ſhall hear, Depart ye curſed into everlaſting fire, 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels, according to the Threat- 
ning ; you rejoycing, and exceeding glad ſhall hear, Come ye 
beſet of my Father, inherit the King dom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world, according to P:omile. 

Secondly, It beſpeaks obedience from ſuch : Too too many 
that pretend higheſt ro Faith, and Chriſt, do not ſo Speak, 
and /o Do; bur carry it, as if they had one Law for the Rule 
of their obedience, and expected another for the Rule of 
Gods Judgment ; nay, fo divide in their obedience, as if they 
had one Law to ſpeak, and an other to do by, one Rule 
of Talking, and another Rule of 4 king, talk of the light 
of grace, but walk below the light ef nature; Speak accor- 


- ding to the Goſpel the Law of Faith , but do after their 


own hearts luft. Doyou /o Speak, and /o Do, and ſo think 
you ought, So to Speak, and /s to Do,as thoſe that ſhall be'7ndg- 
ed, &c. Think not that Chriſt hath redeem'd you from the 
wile of your finnes, that ye ſhould wallow. in the filth, and 
erve in the power of your finnes: Think not that thoſe ſins 

ſhould 
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ſenſual pleaſure, and fſatisfation to you, that were of ſo much 
Soul-trouble and ſorrow unto eſa Chrift, when but imputed 
to him; when really inherent in your Souls. Think, ye _— 
no longer tudy how to gratifie , and how to fatisfie, 
how to mortifie, and how to ep chem. Think nothing 
leſs then the very death of thoſe ſinnes ought to fatisfie you, 
which nothing leſs would /atisfie, and ſatisfie for , than the 
precious death of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Think, and know' 
that ſame God, by that ſame Law whereby he hath requir'd 
your faith, hath requir'd your obedience, as fruit and evi- 
dence of your faith; chat you ſhould juſtifie chat faith by 
your works, whick juſtifieth you without your works: That 
being by fai:h Heirs of che Kingdom, ye ought by obedience to 
Walk as Hei-s, and towards the Poſſeſſion of it. Here are 
many can tell you ye muſt go a right way to take Poſſeſſion 
according to a right Title. So Speak ye, &c. Walk every 
way worthy your freedom from the threatned Penalcies, 
and your tiile to the promiſed rewards of this Law. 

I had prepar-d nothing for my Bretbrew of the Miniſtry, con« 
ceiving none would have been preſent on this preparation 


day to the Sabboth ; But ſeeing, beyond — the faces 
of ſo very many here, I ſhall by GoJs aſliftance adventure a 


word to them alſo. 

If it be ſo, that the ſame Law of God is the rule of mans obe- 
dience and Gods Judgment, Ler Miniſters preach it as ſuch. — 
Some on the one hand, preach the Law of God as the Rule of 
mans obedience, too little, and roo much as the rule of Gods 
Judgment. And even here ſome the promiſed rewards of it, 
the bliſs, and happineſs of Heaven, and glory roo much, 
and the threatned puniſhments of it the miſery, and wretched- 
neſs of death and hell too little: Ochers the puniſhments 
threatned too much, and the rewards promiſed too hittle. 
Some on the other hand preach the Law of God too hittle as 
the rule of Gods Judgment, and too much as the rule of 
mans obedience: And here ſome oral Precepts too much, 


and Goſpel-Poſitives too little, and thereupon hrar legal 
D Preachers : 
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Preachers ; Others moral-Precepts too little, and Golpe!- Po- 


ſitives roo much, and thereupon hear Antinemian Preachers. 


Satan hath two great delignes afoot at this day ; The one to 
daſh in pieces Aforal. Precepts againſt Go/pel-Pofirives, and 
this be is carrying on by the Azrinomian; The other ro daſh 
in, pieces Go/pel- Poſitives againſt Aforal- Precepty, and this he 
is \carrying on by the Papiſt and Socinian, The Miniſters of 
the Goſpel muſt ſet themſelves to Counter work Satan in both 
theſe defignes. And this ſhall we do if we preach the Law of 
God, as the Rule of mans obed'ence and Gods judgment in 
their due meaſure, one as well as another, andin their ſweet 
agreement one with another, and eſpecially if we take heed co 
ſquare our own lives accordingly. So to Speak, and ſto 4o. 


Special Application to the ſpecial Occaſion : 


Let it be ſo with the gods on Earth too : Let the ſame 
Law of wan be the Rule of mens Civil Obedience, and the Civil 
Megiſtrates fudgment. . Let not men be required obedience 
according to Law, and proceeded with in Judgment according 
to will and pleaſure, befides, and againſt Law. Dewxtr.16.19. 
T how ſhalt not wreſt 7udgment. The word in the Original 
rendred wreſt, is ſometimes uſed in a general ſenſe for rerching 
or ſtretching of athing into another poſture then it was in. 
Joſp.8 26. foſbnah drew net his hand back T VI WORN wheres 
with he ſtrutched, or which he firetched ont with the ſpear : 
And (6 it ſignifies not only the wrenching or wreſting of 
a ſtraight thing to make it crooked, but of a crooked thing 
alſo to make it ſtraight. And this general ſenſe bath it's ſpe- 
cial application to 7wdges reſpectively , whether of Law or 
Fat : Of Law thus s Ler them nt in /udgment make the Law 
s Leibian Rule, wreft, or creok the ſtraight Rule of the Law, 
#0 give conntenance ta crooked, or diſcountenance 10 ſtraight mat- 
ters of Fatt ; For this would be their wreſting of Judgment, 
wreſting of the Law their Rule of Judgment. For 7«ages of 
Fac thus: Les not them ſtrengthen crooked matters of Fali to 
receive comntenance, or crook ſtraight matters of Fatt to receive 
diſconntenance from the flraight Rule of the Law : For this is their 
wreſfting of Jadgmenc. 


Sometimes 
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Someri mes the Word is taken in ſpecial ſenſe, for bending or 
| bewing of (traight thing to make it crooked, as Gen. 4.9. 15; 
BIW ©'1 He bowed hu ſhinlder. And more eſpecially, Ez4k, 
7-10 where NC2N a word of the ſame Original rendred by our 
Tranſlators, The Red: Schyndler renders [nclinans, and inter+ 
prets Detorquens, perveriens Rettum, the wreiter or perverter 
of that which is right flouriſhed; An interpretation much 
countenanced by that which follows, Ver,11. Violence « riſen 
Hp = =p, into @ rod of Wickedneſs. 
hath irs general application bs. po both of Law and Fac : 
Let neither che one, nor the 
evil, a diſtorted or crooked, ſtraight, or ſtraight crooked : 
For that's no leſs a crooked Judgment, that judgeth crooked 
traight, than that which jucgeth ſtraight crooked : becauſe 
no leſs contrary to the Law the right Rule, which as it diſcovers 
J. Aftraight or crooked, right or wrong matter of Fact as 4 
; Rule of obedience, ſo asa Rule of Judgment it diſcovers ſtraight 
or crooked, right or wrong Judgment, For, Reftwm eſt in- 
atx [us > obliqns. # . a4 oa : _ 

Nor 1s their Judgment thus wrelted only , if t 
liraight: crooked, ya marr ſtraight , bur alſo( rect 
leſs meaſure) if they judg ſtreight leſs freight; or crooked 
leis crooked then evidence of Law, and fat diſcover it to be. 
This being contrary to the Law asthe Rule of J 
meaſure and degree, as the other for nature and kinds: And 
therefore ic follows Verſ. 20. That which & altogether 
ſhalt thaw Do. In the Original 7«ftice, 7«ftice: Juſtice 
meaſure and degree, as well as kind and nature. 


— ——— ——— 


For MOT IVES tothis DUTT. 


Conſider 

I. Towur Office—A Judg is to be the Soul of the Law; and 
therefore heard among the Romanes, 7us Animatum, anime> 
zed Right, and among the Grecians, NF *ulvx@ Living 
Law. Gods own Law, is but a dead Rule withour Gods en- 
livening of it; Much more are mens Laws, without theſe 
earthly Gods quickning ef them, Some talk much of one 
D 2 other 


2I 
And in this ſpecial ſenſe 
r, Call evil good, or good 
udgment for 
+" 
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other Law to be made for execution of all chereſt. Bur whO 
then ſhall look to the execution of that> Execution is in- 
deed the life of the Law, bur the Judg muſt be the ſoul to 
impart it; and that according to the mind of the Law, other- 
wiſe he doth not execute Law, but Luff, not quicken, but 
Kill ir, is the Executioner of che Law, asthe Hangman of the 
T hief. Good Laws are the foundations of a Nation , as many 
interpret thoſe pleces, P/al. 11.3 —B2 5. Good Fmudges are 
the Corner-ftones in thoſe foundations, as moſt interpret that 
place Zech.10.4. Now the Corner-ſtone doth not undermine 
and weaken, but ſtabliſh and ſtrengthen the foundation ; doth 
not as thoſe corrupt Judges, P/al.82. Put theſe foundations 
out of, butinto courſe, keeps them upon their legs, and makes 
them runalſo: Carrat Lex. 

2. Towr Dialeft. Tow ſtile your Orders of Comrt- Rules : 
I ſuppoſe not only nor ſo much becauſe Regsule Regmlantes, 
Rules ruling of men, as becauſe Regale Regulate, Rules ruled 
by Law; as in the like Phraſeology you call judged Caſes 
Ruled Caſes; one would think in imitation of God, who 
ſtiles his Laws 7adgments, becauſe Rules of his Fudgment. 
Now remember the Text: So Speak, Te, ard ſo Dov. Let your 
Deeds anſwer your Dial. 

3+ What God hath done for our Laws. Men have thruſt 
ſore at them that they mighre fall , bur God hath holden 
them up, made them know a Protefor in more ſenſes than 
one, own His Highnefs not only a Proteffor of the Pevple, 
but of themſelves, the Laws roo. A Proteftor of the P.ople 
of the Land, according to the Laws of the Land. God hath 
by Him delivered them from a ftorm, a very Whirle wind of 
giddy men. Let not our Judges ſuffer them to lay becalmed, 
and wind-bound for want of Due E xecation. 

The fourth and fifth Aforive I ſhall offer out of AA. 23. 
3. God ſhall ſmite thee thow Wwhited wall: For ſitteft thou to 
judg me after the Law, and commanadeſt me to be ſmitten contrary 
to the Law? 

4. *Tis arch-hypecrifie to do otherwiſe. —T how whited- wall, 
&c. The Periphraſis and Circaumlecution of an Hypoerite, 
as you will ſce, if you compare it with-the like Expreſſions, 


————————— 
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Ezek 13.10. Mat.23.37. And Seneca, as if he had come 


mented 'upon the words; Miſers ſunt, Sordidi, T wrpes, & 
ad Similitudizem Parictum [morum extrinſecus culti, As to 
prerend to-carry all in Sacred «ffaires according to the Law 
of Gud, and do the contrary is Chron eg lo to 
pretend to carry all in civil affaires according to the Law of 
the Land, and do the contrary 15 5tare-hypocrsſie ; Hypocri- 
ſie towards the Law, like that of 7«das towards Chrilt X;/- 
ſing and cracifying tegether ; For as Execution is the Life, 
{o non-execution the Death ; Contrary <xecution the molt 
ſhamefull, and reproachfull death of the Law, even the cru- 
cifying of ir. 

5. God will require a ſevere account of it, God ſhall ſmite 
thee thou whited-wall. Thinkeſt thou oh man ! that thus 
corruptly judgelſt, that thou ſhalc eſcape the righteous judg- 
ment of God? No, God will judg choſe according to his rule 
of Judgment, His Law, that judg others contrary to their 
Rule of Judgment, the Lew of the Land: And that more -ſe- 
verely then che open profeſſed Tyrants of 'the world , that 
earry all according to their own wil! and Pleafure, and pre- 
trend no other. For as in Church-hypocrites, heir diſſembled 
Santtity is dowuble fin: So in ſuch State-hypocrites, their diſ- 
ſembled Fuſtice is doubled injuſtice, againſt both men and 
Laws, and ſhall accordingly be dealt with by God, 76.36.13. 
The Hypocrices in. heart ( of wharc kind ſoever) Heap up 
wrath. Thoſe that corrupt wholſome Laws into poiſen 
turn judgment anJ rightequineſs into orme-wood, Gall , an 
Hemlock, Amor 5 7.—6 12. The Lord will feed them with 
Worme- wood, and give them water of gall to drink, Jer.g IF. 
$0 ſpeak ye herebbes, and ſo do in your Judgment, as thoſe 
that ſhall be judged by the Perfect Law of Liberty. 

6. And laſtly, If Judges do not according to the Law as 
a rule of Fudgment, 'tis to be fear'd, people Will net long Da 
according tothe Law as a rule of obedience: Partly becauſe 
of their example, as ill humours fall down from the. head, 
and corrupt the body. No wonder if'people think they.ma 
be as bold with their part of the Law, as Rulers are wi 
theirs: If cheſe call wrong right, and right Wrong, they even; 
| D 3 teach 
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Direttions, 


reach theſe to call evi! good, and good evil, Vice Vertne, and 
Fertme Vice. 9nalis Prater, was one of the three P* where- 
by Charles the Fifth would judg, Onaly Res Publica: And 
partly becauſe in Law Promiſes of Rewards, and threats of 
Penalties the rule of Judgment are Mound and Fence to Pre- 
cepts of duty, and Prohibitions of ſins the Rule of obedi- 
ence, and if thoſe be thrown down , no marvell if theſe be 
trampled and rrod under foot. Some few ( may be ) will do 
well, Yirtwti amore;, though Vertue be not rewarded, nay 
though it be puniſh't and Vice rewarded : But very few, none in 
compariſon, Mic.7.1,2,3- 


DIRECTIONS: 
If Fadges would new exaltly obferve the Law as th, * Rule of 
Judgment, 
| Let THEM 


1. Be well Skil'd in the Laws. Plal. 2.10 Be Inſtrufted 
or Learned, Ve fudges of the Earth. The great Judg of 
Heaven and Earth, is without ſtudy and Learning -exacly 
Skil'd in his Law, for obſervance of it as his Rule of 
Judgment, That the Judges of the Earth may obferve the 
Law of the Land as their Rule of Judgment, they muſt by 
inſtruction and ſtudy be Learned in it. And therefore 
«Auftis faies, Ignorantia 7udicis oft Calamitas Innecentis. A 

rivate mans ignorance is his Privare blemiſh and miſchief , 

ut a Judpes ignorance, 4 Publick Calamity, An Artificer 
cannot work by a Rule, nor a Pilot ſail by a compaſr, be 
doth not underſtand : no more can a Judg proceed in Judica- 
ture according to a Law he is not Skil'd in. Beſides, How 
will a cunning Lawyer work upon ſuch an advantage > What 
falſe gloſſes wil he put upon Truth of Law ? at a miſt 
of ſubrilty wilt be caft before the eyes of an 7gnoxaxe though. 
otherwiſe well-meaning Judg? So that if he that with Fob, 
Fob 29. 15. Should be Eyes 16 the Blind, be himſelf 
Blind atſo, they are both like to fall into. the 


Ditch. 
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2. Uſe able and diligent Diſquiſitim of the Cenſe.  Deut. 
I9 17,18. Both the men between whom the controverfit 1s 
ſhall ftand before the Lord; Ani the Fudge: fhall make dili- 


gent inquiſition. Judges muſt know the Cauſe, as 'well as 


the Law - before they can judg the Cauſe according to Law, 
For this cauſe were Counſellors and (as fome fay) Judges of 
Old called Cognitores , knowers (as Prophets) FViaenrer 
Seers, 2 Chron.33.18. And Seneca in his Tragedes bids Si 
judicas cogmſce : Before you jadg, know what ye judg. 
Truth in theſe Caſes, whether C:vi/ or Criminal (as in na- 
tural inquiries) Jn Alto latet involnta, lies often deep and 
dark and requires $kill and paines to boy it up, and bring it tos 
light : infomuch that the wiſeſt Judges, and ſome are excel- 
lent Crafts-Maſters at ic, as we need not go farre for a 
Preſident, are ſometimes put to uſeevery clew they have to 
wind themſelves out of a Labyrinth of fubtilty.--perplexed 
iniquity. Put Queſtions , poize Teſtimonies , weigh Reaſons, 
compaze Evidencs, conſider Circumſtances and the like: In 
ſuch a caſe *twas, that Jadg fob faies, 7ob.29 16. The Canſe 
he knew not, hs ſearcht out. The cauſe he knew not at firſt 
fight, he fearcht into it till he ſearcht it out: and ſo muſt 
all chat will judg of a Cauſe according to Law. 

3. Make a right application of the Fatt to the Law, or 
rather of the Law to the FafF. This holds as in foro tnteri- 
ori, in the private judgment of conſcience, fo in Fero exteriors, 
in the Publique Judgment of authority too. An - Artificer 
that underſtands both his Rule and his Work, may work 
wrong by a right Rule if he make not a' right application of 
his Rule to his work. So a Judg who & never fo: well ac- 
quainted with the Law the Rule of Judgment, and with the 
cauſe too, the matter to be judg'd, may yer erre in Judg- 
ment, if he make not a due application of the Rule of Law 
to the matter of Fat; as David faies thoſe his Judpes did, 
P/al. 58. 2. *Tis to be ſuppoſed they knew both the Law and 
his Actions well enough : for he chargeth them not with ig- 
norance of either, and they ſeem to make application of the 
known Law to his known actions; for he fers: them forth 
with the Emblems of 7uſtice; Scales in their bands, and the' 


application 
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application, and wſt of theſe Scales too : for he ſayes they Weighed, 

but net Rigbt-. They weighed violence, or wrongin their hands 

elſe they could never have burden'd by juft Attions with the cen- 
ſure of Rebelion, and T rea/ox. 

4. 4- BeWare of Partiality : Alakg your LaWas God his a LaW of 
Liberty, and judg according to Terrs, as Ged to bis, freely and 
without reſpett of Perſons, Levit. 19.15. Thou ſhalt not Reſpcft 
the Perſon of the Poor, nor Honour the Perſon of the Mighty , and 
this, that thou do xo Unrighteonſneſſe in judgment. Private per- 
ſons and publick perſons, out of the Pxublick caſe of Indicatare 

 raay and ought reſpett Perſons, according to their Ranks and con: 

-7 wage their qitions, Yer. 32. of that (hap. Andthe 2nakers ( who rejet 

ayes cannot . | 
be expe&ed ro he fifth, as the Papiff the lecond commandement out of the dia- 
be leng in the lOgue ) May as ſoon prove Poer out of the caſe of judicature, 

Land. not to be Keſpefted with the Reſpet? of Pity and Charity, as 
others not with Civil Honour ard Regard according to their 
reſpeQtive Ranks and Conditions. , But in the ca/e of judicature 
there's not any Reſpect to be had to any Perſon upon any foreign 
or by Conſideration of Rich, or Poor, High, or Low, Small, or 
Great, Mean, or Mighty, norindeed Gedly, or Ungodly ; But 
onely according to the intrinſecall Merits of the Canſe, and 
that leaſt there be «»righteouſnes in judgment ; Perſons regarded 
more then Laws. As an artificer that Staring and £azivg on the 
Perſons he works for, when his eye ſhould be upon his Rule, a»d 
Work is like to fault in his ork; So a Jag that's Partiall in 
his Reſpeft tothe Perſons to be judg'd isin the ready way 70 
erre in Pudgment , and be Partlall in the Law: Mat. 2. 9. 
Where the Margin renders, Te have accepted Faces, or Perſons, 
the Text reads Te have been Partiall in the Law, 1 ZO2p 
ON). 

. Bewvare of gifts. ui accipit Beneficium vindit Liberta- 
: = He that —_—_— a pe ſels his — any Seneca makes 
ita genersl| Rule. Ic ha's (if any where) its ſpecial truth 
and force in our Caſe. The judg that receiveth a pift ſels his 
own liberty, «nd che Laws together ; The liberty of his eyes to 
ſee, and the liberty of his rongue to Sentence according to che 
Liberty of the Law. Devut. 16. 19. A gift deth blind the eyes 
of the Wiſe, and Pervert the Words of the Righteows Though 

other wiſe 
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otherwiſe a wiſe 7#dg, *ewill ſo blind his eyes, as to diſ. 
enable him look - either jato Rule or Cauſe ; And though 
otherwiſe a rigbteews. ?udg, fo pervert his words , as co diſ- 
enable him paſs Sentence accordingly , if he could look inte 
them. Burt though his private Perſonal Judgment were 
according to Rule, his P»ublique Amihoritative Sentence would 
be againlt ir, Bo 
6.T ake heed of paſſion; that they neither bring their Heates 
with them to,nor Hear themſelves on the Bench, Gifts will-make 
2a wi/e 7udp blind; Anner will make bim Mad, Ira furor brewss 
eſt. Now a' Mad man is lictle lev like to walk according to rule 
then a blind; Prov. 14.17. Hethat 1s [00 angry deals fooliſbly : 
That therefore of taine Apoſtle, Chap. 1, Ver. rg.:is good 
counſell hereto; Bei/wift to- Hear, ſlow 16 ſpeak,. flow' v9 
wrath: and for good reaſon to our purpoſe, Verſ. 20. For 
the wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of God, The 
Fadg that is ( as Foſeph faies Herod was) Ire ſerum, ſlave to 
hu anger, will be {as he faith Herod was) Legis Domings 
Lord of the Law; and a Tyrannicall Lord too; Rule'ic, nor 
be rul'd by it. | 
7. And laſtly, and above all thereſt, Ger hearts caſt into the 
mould and frame of the Law of God, This will make the gods 
on the Earth be and do like 'the God of Heaven: becauſe 
like his Law that's fo like him as coming ont of his mouth. 
Greatneſs and goodneſs cannot be ſeveredin God; They 
may be, and too often are in men. But when they are not only 
P/al. $82.6. Children of the moft bigh bearing the Image of 
his Power and Authority, but of the woſt Holy too, bearing 
the Image of his Parity 'and Holineſs, they 'will then be fure 
in their meaſures to act like the moſt High and Holy One; 
more eſpecially get hearts awed with the fear, and affeted 
with the]love of the Law of God, thoſe rws qualifica- 
tions of Jethro's Judges, Exod. 18. 21. He that feareth God 
will fear , if ignorant of the Laws to fill up a place be 
doth 'not fuffice for; and if skil'd in them, he will make 
diligent inquiſition into the fact, a right application of the 
Rule to it, beware of parciality, gifts , and paſlion. There- 
fore is this Feho/hephats firlt ___— to his Judges 2 Chrow.1 9.7. 
Let 
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Let the fear of the Lord be upon you. And the uajuit Judg 
his not regarding men ( what be did to them ) had the wanc 
of the fear of God at the bottom of ir, Z«k-18.2. And tor 
love of the Law of God, it will firſt hold mens hearts cloſe 
to the Law of God, and then to the Law of the Land,.fo 
farre as __—_— to the Law of God: And further , I neither 
exhorc, nor direC 

To the JURORS, who have here for ſome years 


paſt bren recovering in their credit; That they may do ſo - 


ſtill, one word more than what bath been ſaid to them: 
Do not any one of you Exod. 23.2. follow a multitude, mach 
leſs a multitude of you follow ſome one crafty companion to ds 
evil; Leaſt of «ll lead mm it. $o ſpeak Ye, and eſpecially 
ſo ſwear, and de as they that ſhall be judged. 


To the Conncil Learned inthe Law. 


If I underſtand your work, *tis only ſo to open, and 
argue your Clyents Caule , that Judges both of Law and 
Fat may be able to make out a right Judgment of it. 
Speak, mot ye in a Canſe to pervert Fndgment, ExO. 23. 2. 
Go not about ro get the Opinion of good Lawyers by 
corrupting good Laws : Conſider, you plead net only be- 
fore earthly Gods, and thoſe wiſe 4 an Angel of God, but 
before the God of Heave® too, who is with them in the 
Judgment. Dare not be unrighteeus Advocates for any 
Clyent defore him on earth, before whom you need a 
righteous Advocate in Heaven, leſs able to plead your .own 
cauſe there, than ihe ſimpleſt of your Clyencs his here. Ss 
ſpeak, ye, and ſo ds, that the ſtorm fall not yet upon the 


Lawyers, that's now off from the Laws. 
To the Witneſſes. 


De not you Exod. 23. 1. raiſe 4 falſe report ; or if raiſed 
by others, do mot bear it in falſe Witneſs, to prevent or per- 
vert Right Judgment, eſw Chriſt the faichfull and true 
Witneſs , will be new Witneſs, and hereafter judg of your 
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 Ffalſ-witneſs, and make you true Witneſſes againſt your ſelves, 
who are falf-witneſſes for, or againſt others, 

\1” So Speak, Te, and all others not ſpoken to, and ſo Do, at 
tha eAſſize, as they that at the general Aſſize ſhall be judged by 
the Law of Liberty. 


Errata, 


Age 4. 1-13.r. according to, ib, 21, r, better clearing. p; 5, t. 26-r. 11 the 
P p 6.1. 39, r, our God. ib, | 33+ r. w4axney or 38, 33 f, never vouch- 
fafed, p19. bz. 5+ maiier of, p.z1l.z, for BOW \ Vw | 


